CHAPTEE I.
Agriculture and Industry.

As India is essentially an agricultural country, her position Agricultu
and progress in agricultural matters is of vital importance to her.
It is. therefore most satisfactory to find that, thanks mainly to the
fostering care and expert guidance of the Imperial Council of
Agricultural Research, which owes its being to the Eoyal Commis-
sion on Agriculture, the year under review was one of steady if
unostentatious progress in this sphere, despite continuing trade
depression and financial stringency. The advance made was not so
much in the area under cultivation or in crop production (both of
which indeed decreased in certain instances) as in investigation,
research and working methods. As evidence of this we may mention
that, according to the reports of provincial Agricultural Departments,
the production and distribution of seeds of higher quality again
occupied a prominent place in the activities of most provinces. This
was the result of more intensive propaganda as to the necessity for
improved tillage and the use of manures to maintain the advantage
gained from the introduction of good-quality seeds.

According to the latest information available, the total area of Statistics.
India as computed for purposes of agricultural survey was* 1,162
million acres, somet 668 minions of these being British India. Land
not available for cultivation, i.e., barren, uneulturable or covered by
water, roads and buildings, amounted to nearly 145 million acres,
while slightly more than 89 million acres were under forest. Of the
remainder, culturable waste (i.e., lands which had never been
cultivated or had been abandoned) accounted for 154^ million acres
and fallows for another 52 J million. The net area sown with
crops in British India in 1934-35 was nearly 227 million acres (about
5 million acres less than in the previous year), of which 50| million
acres were irrigated. If lands which carried more than one crop
during the* year are taken as separate areas, the total area sown was
259 million acres, a decrease of 8 million acres from 1933-34. Food
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